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Abstract

Understanding trauma-informed care in the juvenile justice system will help to identify areas for policy change and operational improvement to lessen the negative impact trauma has on delinquent youth.
Delinquent youth are a particularly vulnerable population, and it is crucial that they are kept safe and protected from trauma or re-traumatization while incarcerated in state facilities (Branson et al. 2017). An
analysis of the juvenile justice system and why it often fails to address trauma lends credence to why trauma-informed care is critical. This study utilizes semi-structured interviews with stakeholders in Maryland
working either with the juvenile justice system or trauma-impacted youth. This research ultimately provides preliminary conclusions and policy implications.
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