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YOUTH GANGS AND VIOLENCE

Typical initiation Leaving the gang could

involves being beaten result in death because

by current gang ex-members know too
members. much.

(Bolden, 2013) (Bolden, 2013)

Intergang wars can be
sparked by random
encounters and kept alive

by revenge attacks.
(Gravel, 2023)
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HOW DO YOUTH GANGS FORM?

Vigil’s Multiple Marginality Theory

|solated Gang — Gang subculture
neighborhoods socialization forms

Gang socialization
process that occurs in
urban neighborhoods

and results a variety of Individual risk
risk factors for gang factors
involvement

Macro-Level Meso-Level

e Perceived low family
support

e Perceptions of school
unsafety

Economic disadvantage
Ethnic heterogeneity

(Pyrooz et al., 2010) (Lenzi et al., 2015)

Individual-Level

History of delinquency
Violent victimization
Exposure to violence

(Howell & Egley, 2005); (Merrin et al., 2020)

DEATH PERCEPTIONS

Positive Death Attitudes Negative Death Attitudes
‘ Approach acceptance and ‘ Fear of death, death
neutral acceptance avoidance, and escape
acceptance

‘ Associated with psychological

and physical wellbeing @ Associated with
psychological distress,

depression, and suicidal
Death perceptions may influence gang- ideation
involvement risk level. Need to identify
trends among at-risk, gang-involved,
and non-gang youth.
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